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“Gen X has arrived in middle age to almost no
notice, largely unaware, itself, of being a
uniquely star-crossed cohort.”
Ada Calhoun, ‘Why we can’t sleep’
"What I tried to do is isolate women who grew
up with a reasonable expectation of
success...They were raised thinking that they
could have it all and do it all”.

Gen X

Ada Calhoun interview
“Women may have once felt a shiver of mortality at 40,
but rarely were they also anguished by that unwritten novel
or unstarted business.”
Wall Street Journal review

Publication date 2020
Why we can’t sleep is available through
hoopla and print

From the author of “Wedding
Toasts I'll Never Give”

Anne Helen Petersen argues that burnout is a
definitional condition for the millennial
generation, born out of distrust in the
institutions that have failed us, the unrealistic
expectations of the modern workplace, and a
sharp uptick in anxiety and hopelessness
exacerbated by the constant pressure to
“perform” our lives online.

Millennial

Publication date
September 22, 2020
Can’t even is available through print
Original article that prompted the book
Listen to the author interview

Author of Scandals of classic Hollywood : sex,
deviance, and drama from the golden age of American
cinema

“This book is full of data—on the economy,
technology, and more—that will help millennials
articulate their generational rage and help
boomers understand where they’re coming
from.“

Millennial

“If you’re getting ready for generational combat
on your family Zoom calls, consider this book
your handy arsenal of easily weaponized facts.”
The Washington Post review
‘OK Boomer’ is more than just an imperious
insult. It’s frustrated millennial shorthand for the
ways the same people who created so many of
our problems now pin the blame on us.”

Books about Millennials
Jill Filipovic recommends
•
•

Jill Filipovic interview
•
Publication date 2020

Interviews with the author

•

Sally Rooney’s novels
Ottessa Moshfegh, My
Year of Rest and
Relaxation
Anne Helen Petersen,
Can’t Even
Jia Tolentino, Trick
Mirror

Talent + Effort = Skill.
Skill + Effort = Achievement.
“as much as talent counts, effort counts twice.”
“Without effort, your talent is nothing more than
unmet potential. Without effort, your skill is
nothing more than what you could have done
but didn't.”
Angela Duckworth, ‘Grit: The Power of Passion
and Perseverance’

It's a lucid, informative, and entertaining review
of the research Angela has assiduously
conducted over the past decade or so. The
book also includes suggestions on how to
develop grit, and how we can help support grit
in others. There are few people who wouldn't
learn something from this book.
Scientific American review

Publication date 2016
Grit : the power of passion and perseverance
is available through print
Watch the author speak about the book here

Gen X

The Greatest
Generation
Baby Boomer

Publication date 1998
Available through Libby and hoopla

Publication date 2012
Available through Libby and hoopla

“Just as Harper would never show up to
examine a patient without her stethoscope, the
reader should not open this book without a pen
in hand. There are so many powerful beats
you'll want to underline.”
Elizabeth Egan, New York Times Book Review

Gen X?

Publication date 2020
The Beauty in breaking is available through
Libby and in print
Watch an interview with the author

Filled with light-hearted anecdotes and
pragmatic steps to help you discover your
own path, Your Second Act shows us that
midlife doesn’t have to be about crisis
when you focus on the opportunity. After
all, it’s never too late, or too early to stage
your second act!

Baby Boomer

Publication date 2020

Your second act : inspiring stories of
reinvention is available in print

By making use of a wide variety of diaries
and letters—some newly released—Katz shows
much more than simply what went on behind
the scenes.
A stirring account of one momentous week that
would unleash fifty years of tyranny for half of
Europe and plunge the world into the Cold War,
as seen through the eyes of three young women.
Catherine Grace Katz’s debut book, The
Daughters of Yalta, is a marvelous and
extraordinary work that reveals the human
experience of the conference, with all its
tragedy, love, betrayal, and even humor. She
defines the relationships that shaped our world,
and continue to shape our future.”
Julian Fellowes, a creator of Downton Abbey

Publication date September 2020
The Daughters of Yalta is available in
print

Millennial

Over one million people were stranded in
Germany after 1945, many without homes to
return to, including Jewish concentration camp
survivors, Nazi collaborators and forced
laborers. Nasaw offers a broad look at how
political indecision left the fate of these people
in limbo for years. Lingering prejudices,
especially unfounded links between Jews and
Communism, meant that many Nazi
collaborators were resettled before Jewish
Holocaust survivors.

Publication date 2020

The Last Million is available in print
Interview with the author on NPR

Silent Generation

“In "Demagogue," Larry Tye gives us the fullest
account yet of the crusading junior senator from
Wisconsin
…the rigor of his research ensures he goes far beyond
the caricature to give us a portrait of nuance and
depth.”

Wall Street Journal Review

Interbellum Generation

“I set out to write more of a finger-pointing screed
about McCarthy and the demagogues who came
before and after him. But I ended up being at least
as fascinated by their enablers.”

Larry Tye interview

Baby Boomer

Demagogue is available through Libby

and in print

Publication date 2020

An eminent political scientist's brilliant
synthesis of social and political trends
over the past century that shows how
we have gone from an individualistic
society to a more communitarian
society and then back again -- and how
we can use that experience to
overcome once again the individualism
that currently weakens our country.

The Silent Generation

Publication date October 2020

Author of Bowling alone : the collapse and
revival of American community

“An uplifting reminder that
democracy works in America.”

Publication date 2020

Of Bears and Ballots is available through hoopla and in print
Watch interview with the author featured on CSPAN Books
Heather Lende’s website

Published in 2018, this book by the
founder and president of New
American Leaders, a national
organization focused on preparing
immigrant leaders to run for public
office, shares the stories of a diverse
range of local and state politicians
from across the US who are
challenging the status quo and trying
to devise solutions to the problems
facing immigrants in our democracy.

Publication date 2018

People like us is available through hoopla

This is the fourth edition of a book
that provides a breakdown of the
most controversial issues facing the
United States. Non-partisan and
concise explanation of the issues.

Publication date 2020
What You Should Know About Politics...But
Don't is available through hoopla and in print

Books 2 and 3 of the four books written by Theodore H.
White detailing the campaign for President. (He also
wrote 1960 and 1972). These books revolutionized
political reporting and were bestsellers.
1964-includes the assassination of JFK through the
battle for power between Lyndon B. Johnson and Barry
Goldwater.
1968-includes the assassinations of Martin Luther King
Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy, and the battle between
Hubert H. Humphrey and Richard Nixon.

Publication date 2020

The Making Of The President is available
through hoopla 1964 1968 and in print 1972

The author, a graphic designer and
new American, decided to create an
illustrated guide to civics facts and
American history essentials. With
graphs, drawings, and timelines, the
book provides a basic, and entertaining
introduction to the essentials of
American government and history.

Publication date 2018
How To Be An American is available through
hoopla

A collection of essays on American
values and history. It is a
combination of a memoir and
reflections on the major topics that
shape American life.

Publication date 2017
What unites us is available through Libby,
hoopla and in print

Published in June 2020, this easy to
read book examines the history of
voting in the United States and
explains voting rights. The author
concludes that the voting problem is
that not enough people vote and
challenges both individuals and
corporations to do more to make
voting easier.

Publication date 2020

Thank You for Voting is available in print

An earlier book by the author of Of
Bears and Ballots, this one also
chronicles life in her small town
accessible by only air or water, 90
miles from Juneau, Alaska. Her
perspective in this book is that of
the obituary and social page writer
of the only local newspaper.

Publication date 2006

If You Lived Here, I’d Know Your Name is
available through hoopla

This book tells of the adventures of a
young woman from Nebraska who
went to Alaska in 1904 and lives in
both small cities and rural areas.

Publication date 2019
Innocent in Alaska: The Story of Margaret
Knudsen Burke is available through hoopla

