2022 Suggested Summer Reading List for Students Entering
Grades 6-8

The Line Tender
Kate Allen

The Grand Escape
Neal Bascomb

Insignificant Events in the
Life of a Cactus
Dusti Bowling

The Epic Fail of Arturo
Zamora
Pablo Cartaya

12-year-old Lucy’s mom
died 5 years ago, and
Lucy has found comfort
and meaning in the work
of her marine-biologist
mother. When a fresh
tragedy occurs, Lucy pulls
together an unlikely
quartet to tackle her
mom’s unfinished
research about great white
sharks. Both funny & sad.
Tells the remarkable true
story of a band of pilots
who pulled off an
ingenious plan and made
it out of enemy territory in
the biggest prison camp
breakout of WWI,
inspiring their
countrymen in the darkest
hours of the war.

Born without arms,
13-year-old Aven Green
has been raised to believe
that she can do anything.
She becomes determined
to show her new friend
Connor that his Tourette’s
Syndrome shouldn’t keep
him from living his best
life.

Summer vacation is
simple for Arturo: play
ball, relax with Grandma's
delicious cooking, and
work a few shifts washing
dishes at his family's
restaurant. When a slick
new developer comes to
town, everything gets
complicated quickly.

Small Spaces
Katherine Arden

Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to
the World
Ashley Herring Blake

The Benefits of Being an
Octopus
Ann Braden

Marcus Vega Doesn’t
Speak Spanish
Pablo Cartaya

A field trip to a local farm
starts getting creepy, and
Ollie notices similarities
between what’s happening
now and the events in an
old book she found. A
mist rises and strangers
warn her about small
spaces and a smiling man.
Will Ollie be able to save
herself and her
classmates?
Ivy keeps her deepest
secret in her notebook,
which gets lost when her
home is leveled by a
tornado. As her family is
picking up the pieces,
she’s trying to put her
identity together. Ivy has
to figure out who she is
and face the world after
destruction.
Seventh-grader Zoey
wishes she had 8 arms to
help with all her
responsibilities. When she
reluctantly joins the
debate club, she learns
that speaking up for
herself and the people she
loves creates a power she
never knew she had.

Marcus is 6 feet tall, 180
pounds, and the owner of
a premature mustache.
When you look like this in
8th grade, you're both a
threat and a target. After a
fight at school, Marcus's
mom takes him to Puerto
Rico to spend a week with
relatives he doesn't
remember.
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The Belles
Dhonielle Clayton

The Benefits of Being an
Octopus
Ann Braden

Pet
Akwaeke Emezi

Charlie Thorne and the
Last Equation
Stuart Gibbs

In Orléans, beauty is
valued above all else.
When Camellia turns 16
she becomes a Belle,
given the power to
transform the ugly for a
price...However this
beautiful world is
covering an ugly secret
and Camellia must decide
how far she can go to
uncover the horrible truth.
People have always
looked at Mason
differently. After his best
friend was found dead on
Mason’s family farm,
things got even worse.
Now, when Mason’s new
best friend Calvin goes
missing, everyone looks
to Mason for answers. But
will anyone believe him?
Jam was always told that
monsters are no more.
After she accidentally
brings a creature to life
from a painting, she learns
that everything is not as it
seems. She must keep her
wits about her to be able
to clearly see the
difference between lies
and reality.
Albert Einstein created a
code that could help – or
destroy – the world. Now,
an enemy organization is
searching for this code,
and the CIA needs the
help of a genius to find it.
Enter Charlie Thorne.
Charlie must unravel one
of the modern world’s
greatest mysteries...before
time runs out.

Suggested Reading
Dave Connis

Clara Evans has earned a
scholarship to an elite
high school. When the
books that influenced her
start mysteriously
disappearing from the
school’s shelves, Clara
learns how far she and
others are willing to go to
give books to those who
need them.

New Kid
Jerry Craft

Jordan Banks loves
drawing cartoons, but
instead of art school, his
parents enroll him in a
private school known for
its academics. Jordan is
one of the few kids of
color in his new school
and he feels like he
doesn't fit in anywhere not at school and not in
his neighborhood, either.

96 Miles
J. L. Esplin

When John and Stew
realize that it is
impossible for their father
to return home, they must
attempt to survive on their
own. Fear, danger,
violence, and illness
follow after a dramatic
disaster. Will the brothers’
resourcefulness, loyalty,
and determination keep
them safe?

Game Changer
Tommy Greenwald

Teddy Youngblood lies in
a coma after taking a
devastating hit at football
camp. His teammates
know what really
happened, but will they
find the strength to tell the
truth? Details slowly
emerge as his friends,
teammates, and coach
visit Teddy and his
grieving family.
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Blades of Freedom
Nathan Hale

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous
Tales are graphic novels
that tell the thrilling,
shocking, gruesome, and
TRUE stories of
American history. This
10th installment tells the
story of the Haitian
Revolution—the largest
uprising of enslaved
people in history.

The Nameless City
Faith Erin Hicks

Nisha (half-Muslim,
half-Hindu) and her
family have just days to
leave their home. In a
series of diary entries she
describes her difficult
journey to a new India. As
a refugee, Nisha searches
to find her identity after
leaving everything
behind.
When Stars Are Scattered
Victoria Jamieson

The Night Diary
Veera Hiranandani

The Parker Inheritance
Varian Johnson

All Summer Long
Hope Larson

While visiting family,
Candice finds a letter in
an old attic. The letter
describes a young woman,
an old injustice, and the
fortune that awaits whomever solves the puzzle.
With the help of Brandon,
the quiet boy across the
street, Candice begins to
decipher the clues.

Restart
Gordon Korman

Bina is at loose ends when
her best friend, Austin,
heads off to soccer camp.
At first it's nothing but
guitar playing, boredom,
and bad TV, but then Bina
finds a connection with
Austin's older sister, who
loves music as much as
she does.
Snapdragon
Kat Leyh

Kaidu and Rat both live in
the Nameless City. Kaidu
is the privileged son of the
current conquerors and
Rat is a street-wise native
of the city. Their unlikely
friendship might be just
what the fragile peace of
the Nameless City needs
to survive.
Omar and Hassan have
spent most of their lives in
a refugee camp. Life is
hard: never enough food,
achingly dull, no access to
the medical care Omar
knows his nonverbal
brother needs. So when
Omar has the chance to go
to school, he knows it
could change their future but it would also mean
leaving his brother - his
only family - every day.
Chase can’t remember
ANYTHING! Not his
name, not his mom, not
his friends. When he goes
back to school, some
people treat him like a
king and some run away.
Who was Chase before
the accident? Is this a
chance to restart his life
and be a better person?

Snap's town has a witch
- at least that’s the
rumor. But really, Jacks
is just an old lady who
sells roadkill skeletons
online. Creepy? Sure,
but kind of cool, too, and
maybe she can teach
Snap how to take care of
the baby opossums that
Snap rescued.
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Nowhere Boy
Katherine Marsh

The Stars Beneath Our
Feet
David Barclay Moore

The First Rule of Punk
Celia C. Perez

Ahmed is stuck in a city
that doesn’t want him
after losing his father on
the perilous journey from
Syria to Belgium. Then he
meets Max, an American.
Lonely and homesick,
Max is struggling, but
with one discovery, Max
and Ahmed’s lives collide
and a friendship begins to
grow.
Last year Lolly’s older
brother was shot. In
Harlem, friends can
provide protection but
they can also get you
killed. Lolly has always
found an escape in
designing fantasy Lego
worlds. But now the real
world is calling. Will the
streets claim Lolly too?
The first rule of punk? Be
yourself - but following
this rule can be hard when
you’re the new kid. When
the chance to try out for
the school’s annual talent
show comes up, Malu
finds a few like-minded
misfits to form a rock
band. What could go
wrong?

Tristan Strong Punches a
Hole in the Sky
Kwame Mbalia

The Magic Fish
Trung Le Nguyen

Good Enough
Jen Petro-Roy

Ten interconnected stories
detail what happens after
school lets out and kids
are heading home.
Skateboards, handshakes,
and standing up to bullies
are just a few of the
detours faced on the way
home.
Look Both Ways
Jason Reynolds

Black Brother, Black
Brother
Jewell Parker Rhodes

When a creature steals
Tristan Strong’s prized
possession, Tristan
punches a hole into the
MidPass while trying to
get it back. This puts him
face to face with battling
African gods and legends.
Can he outwit Anansi
the spider to seal the hole
and find his way home?

Tien’s mother has a hard
time opening up about
her traumatic journey to
the US. Tien wanders a
road of self-discovery as
he explores his identity.
Tien and his mom often
can’t find the right
words, so they
communicate by sharing
fairy tales.
Riley is sick. She has
been put in a treatment
center for kids who suffer
from eating disorders.
Faced with a roommate
who breaks the rules and
an estranged family who
doesn’t fully understand
her sickness, Riley has to
work to be able to see
herself as more than just a
number on a scale.
From award-winning and
bestselling author Jewell
Parker Rhodes comes a
powerful coming-of-age
story about two brothers,
one who presents as
white, the other as black,
and the complex ways in
which they are forced to
navigate the world, all
while training for a
fencing competition.
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Katie is dreading the
boring summer ahead, but
when she gets a job
catsitting for her
mysterious upstairs
neighbor, life gets
interesting. For one thing,
Madeline has 217 cats (!)
and they're not exactly . . .
normal. For fans of Raina
Telgemeier
Katie the Catsitter
Colleen AF Venable

Nightbooks
J.A. White

Superman Smashes the
Klan
Gene Luen Yang

Imprisoned by a witch,
Alex must tell her a new
scary story each night in
order to stay alive. Alex
has loved scary stories his
whole life, and he knows
most don’t have a happy
ever after. Now that he’s
trapped in a true terrifying
tale, he’s desperate for a
different ending—and a
way out of this twisted
place.
It’s 1946. Roberta and
Tommy Lee just moved
from Chinatown to the
center of Metropolis,
Superman’s home. When
their family is targeted by
the Klan, Superman leaps
into action, but his
exposure to a mysterious
green rock has left him
weak. Can Roberta and
Tommy help him smash
the Klan?

The Prince and the
Dressmaker
Jen Wang

Prince Sebastian has to
find a bride. At least,
that’s what his parents
say. Sebastian has other
plans. With the help of his
best friend, the
dressmaker Frances, he
spends his nights dressed
as the fashion icon Lady
Crystallia—but Frances
has her own dreams. Can
they both keep each
other’s secrets and still
stay true to themselves?

Genesis Begins Again
Alicia D. Williams

Thirteen-year-old Genesis
has a lot of things she'd
like to fix in her life. Most
of all, Genesis believes
that if she can just change
the color of her skin,
everything would be
better. When her own
family believes her dark
skin puts her at a
disadvantage, how can
Genesis possibly learn to
love herself?

Front Desk
Kelly Yang

Mia Tang’s family has
moved from China to
California in hopes of a
better life. When they
start to manage the
Calivista Motel, Mia gets
to run the front desk but
soon gets into trouble
with the cruel owner. It
will take Mia’s plucky
perseverance to help the
hotel guests and her
family while trying to
reach her dreams.

